SUMMARY OF WORK RECENTLY COUPLETZD OR Now IN PROGRESS 
RELATING TO RURAL HUMAN WELFARE, AND SOME SUGGESTED QUESTIONS® 
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marginal or forest land 

the Department reexanine 
of development with a view to providing alternative opportunities "in 


place“ for fanilies who heave been dependert on the use of the land ace 
quired, and discusses gach nethods or policies which might be adopted. 
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this report is predicated on the thesis that (1) forests are 
more vitally related to farmers then to any other population group, and 
that (2) the problem of thousands of surplus pn Re rel workers might 
be linked with the solution of the Nation's forest problem, <A large 
FFP 


“he 27 ing Committees on the 
Progress of Land Uae, Led During 1929, de 2, 90. 


f of tho several stages of | 
Gem wt (3) tho Kids of ecticn ee sue af plan wrt to 


Seven — policy questions wore raised in comection with 
this report: 


a 


4 A Ake 00 worl . * 
e ae rue 


~ 2 wm 


(2 ‘Unter what conditions 10 the > glenrings drains, snd yeolena- 
tion of conattent with — (2) That te the policy | 
geverning farm vhore elon’ and adequate | 
conservation ne 
fern population? (3) Under whet conditions should there be any odjust~ 
vont of debts od by farm bern to eredit agenctos? (h) Can the 
be ie toa e tn the pyepe tion 


Seo eee e W's Welty Satechel weber of fare 
mers? (5) F moronged cenger w- 


de a review n with respect to the 
of nee. owned am 


Vs 
2s Seo tes Cin cette a 


Recognizing that temure is a very er important fester affecting the 

achievement of conservation, the camittee outlined a pee fr he Bho the 

adoption of leasing arrengements which will (1) distrt te the in 

from the farm in with contributions ‘of the landlord end the 

tenant, end whieh will (2 22 X re 

Lager tho lease sal ty ert fer equitable ent , 
terminatian, The lease forms incl raped We — gust % 

nat tegen papa 

8 


the Departeent > , 15 
ineligible 2 standard rural rehab lätatzon leans? (7) Should there 
he administration 


eunual tenure, 
cropeshare or Livesteck-share rent rather than cash rent, (3) diver= 
1110 th onphasis on livesteck rather then cash crop farming, 
— (44) cexpensution to the dt for imezhaisted dere a mo by 


gee dle we ea one of hte ee eee e 
390,000 to 149.09 him e e ee 2 
shifts in the status of farmers un d ferm fomilies=-thet is, from owners 


ight he ey offeet or alleviate those effects while 
0 ng the widest possible application of technology 
in the pam Paral cig field, 


pie wince 25 pea 0% ak? o's wake 


“ees Sia (9). dard n ails: 
3 *. 1 e entohe 1 Tate) 2 Bh it a a 
80 e 


2 1 7 


of trying : : pare 
materiel in a sywtematic aner, ani te arrive at recomendations with. 
respest bo Coudirable policies — Chae Ted. 


i ' 
9. dn IntersButvatt: Coordinating tee p b —— 
in the Lake states m, working under the direction of F. N. T. Kimmel, 


pee pli ti-corr wte-iare Ginga lay ia cama nae iam aaicend einem 


the field of rural and set up a departrontal Comittee on Rural 
Housing, of whith Mrs Ry Cy Smith 48 Charen, This Sects Ie Gow 

in surveying activities in the rural housing field and ons ider 
ing general questions beeen to 1 policies with regard to 
prepared i Kr fala rr e 
N 


bn REPORTS OR inet ry 
r Report of the President's Comittee, propa rod 
National Resourews Committees, Pobruary 1957. 


! art includes recumendiations for action toward security 
or nonoom formers on the part of tho nations] end state covern= 
ments ¢ “Briefly, ro comended actions * the motional government are; 


. Hore omership through a of purchase and disposie 
' bien of lend under „ of sale to selected 


7442 2 
= ra 


4 


., Hell ving Ergee fes te Lestng ‘Gi - 
ams 5 Funde distressed comers through e progrem of 
* unt in accordence with fern earning cepacity and 
e in Wich EEE 
form management. tasistence offered by the PLA. 


D. Assisting approximately % million formers annie’ ee secure 
’gredit from other cabins and incapable ee present Fy. arene 
ommership responsibilities. by grem 2 retmbilita= 
tion loans associated with n 8 hone ranagement 
guldande, debt adjustment, better K ee. 1 and 1 
tive services. | 


B. Assisting nieratery. 2 * 7 670 a progres of migratory 
labor gamps, (2) formulation of various. types. of labor and social 
 geourity eristation inasmuch as farm laborers have not — * 
* ies. R for cellestive barg 
ote nen Se: end old-age insurance; and requi. 
rnb for seouring safe and sanitary conditions of Gr. 
Such Logis lat ien would apply te these systematically exnploying 
sod orn 3 * bal r a digtinguishsd from the operators 


re Ageiating operators (5 8 families) of auser 
* 2 Gevernamt purchase of siomarginal e 
* Led, de cow arte n Foinultiaticn ylle 
— 6% vA * 


e Rege lant greg b erge- tr Wy 
ue 15 (1) amending the 2 oe Tax lew by inserting a tax on 
' “@apitel gains from sales of land mde within toe 3 are from 


date l mking due allowance for ce made by 
tuo owner, and (2) amending the Federal Fam Lean Act 7 cnt the 
only rr lend pure 
chase te persons who will BRENT an arm to be 

mortgaged. x 


on 
12. ‘Be Rie e Massa, ee of Se w me 
bonuttes, ＋ 4 i 11 


nnen the e of comiitions within the Great Plains 
a T Oe to tack tae Whaehees Founennenn Sty £92 lew 
eee oaths Ce steps toward a solutions 


10 ‘Provide for necessary investigntions or surveys to determine - 
eee, (2) Contd 
the purchase of sostiared Orop fama and other appropriate iands. tn creas | 
devoted largely to grazing and most suitable for that purpose. 
f br 
areas in accordance with the ob ves of general rehabilitation, — 
large under-eized operative unt Ley teal ay eee 


: ates 25 . bbe a 2 * egen re, 1 ted: ee - 


9 


suiteble restrictions and (d) experimentally through Federal purchase of 
. 0 and ita subsequent lease or oe ana under serene protecting 
nde ange A tar recouress ragula 5 
Peng mg the lest and water econ that 
1 cous — to resettlement of Sint sissy unt. "tho 


on | 
_ tommittes 


* me ge = “Be Dae, ulation Petes ot — e be a = | 


he mein findings of this report on pressure end opportunity ares ‘ | 


me farm fenilies are todsy to exist R 
W veny are A 15 * 


rurn — has inereared by 200 ,000 a yorr sings 1950. 91 5 
the loweincom counties 30 years without maration, end their farm den- 
tien will be double what it is today, 


In the Appen lach zan, Cotton Belt, Leke States DubeOver, drent ashe. 
ond dorkzona-Hlen Mexite artes farm population has ovtrun resources. 
ticn driven from the land in such areas has created an intense migretory 
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16. N Earnings of Farm Workers Residing in Farn 
Security A stration HET ry Labor Camps in California and Arizona, 
January 1940, Bureau of Agricultural Economics and Farm Security Adminis= 
tration, February 5, 190. 


According to this report, residents of California and Arizona 
migratory labor camps during 3 weeks. in January: 1) found work for only 
6.6 per cent of their time, 2) earned an average of $1.33 per family per 
week, and 3) traveled an average distence of 11. H miles from camp to job. 


17. Food, Feed, and Southern Farms, <A Study of Production in Rela- 
tion to Farm Needs in the South, Oscar Steanson and 3. Langsford, Farm 
Management Report No. 1, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, November 1939. 


Though southern farmers are now using a large proportion of their 
land for the production of food end feed for home use, the acreage so used 
is insufficient to provide them with enough farme-grown products to meet 
the requirements. for a minimum adequate diet. If the farmers in these 
States had consumed all the farm-grown products they needed, an additional 
5.8 million acres of cropland and 8.7 million acres of pasture would have 
been required in 1937. f N 


18. Rural Rehabilitation Family Progress, Farm S,curity Admini stra- 
tion (Current). se 


This is a general study of the progress of rural rehabilitation 
Clients under the standard loan program of the Farm Security Administra- 
tion. This study, together with a series of related or supplementary 
studies and tabulations which are being undertaken by the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Econemics should give an excellent picture of the social and 
economic status of the rehabilitation clients of the Fara Security Admin- 
istratio 


19. Special Study of Rehabilitation Methods for sub-stander d 
Families, Farm Security Administration and Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
(Current). 


About a year and a half ago the Farm Security Administration de- 
veloped a project in 11 counties to find methods whereby they could assist 
farm families not now eligible as Standard Rural Rehabilitation Cases. 

The Bureau of A ricultural Economics was asked to make a continuing analy- 
sis of this project, collecting information on the charactoristies of the 
farm families at the time they came on this program and making measurements 
of progress from time to tine. In addition, an attempt was made to learn 
the needs of families in rural areas by making a survey of every family in 
the area selected for this project, in order to determine what type of 
assistance, if any, was most suitable. From this project it is hoped that 
much wili be learned about techniques whereby the Farm Security Administra- 
tion can reach groups whose economic status is so low that they cannot be 
reached under the present program. 
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20. Pacific Coast Migrant Labor Study, Bureau of Agricul tural 
Leonomics (eT re res : 


: The Puresa ie carrying on a mumber of studies of migrante to the Far 
Western states learning something about the origins of these zd grants, 
their occupetional experience, the work which they heve been able to secure 
Since migration, as well ae the extent to which they have been able to se 
cure a foothold on the land, ltetalled studies have been made in several 
locelities in which new settlers are congregated, 


At the other end of the scale, we have been making some studies in 
Lhe Great Plains to deteraine the characteristics of the persone ani fan- 
lies who have left these areas; the factors which have contributed to their 
moving out and the adjustments of those who remained. 


1 A. How Many Farmers Do Ye Heed? Special Memorandum, Zur cu of 
2 Agricultural Techn , Zarch T, „ 


Im this memorandug, the author discuss certain statistical a roches 
which might be made to the quectiony and concludes that our farm lend, aseum 
ing that the market remains such as to provide an income over and above cash 
sosts of production equivalent to that which prevailed in 1976038, cht 
support as fen as 5,500,000 farms and 25,000,000 farm people or as many as 
9,500,000 farms and 15,000,000 fara people, depending upon the ausimptions 
from which one starts end the standards of living which farm poople might be 
willing to acgept. 
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Farm Ncomomics, Yab run 2940. n . 


In this paper the author points out that commercial and noncommercial 
or loweingone Furore (about evenly divided) present two distinct types of 
probleus: those of commercial scientific farmers centering around incane, 
balance, purity: those of lo- ine farmers. State policles os well «s 
research have been geared to the former, but the latter must now be faced. 
In seeking remedies, he says there are four profound attitudes which wili be 
more relevant to what we do than our definitions of poverty. The first 18 
individualistic optimism “which assumes that everybody can be successful if 

F trys second is azrarian optimiam which holds that “a 
comercial rural economy cannot avoid cing a poverty class and thet the 
solution of poverty is a wide distribution of Land in family unite along with 
the apglication of selence to domestle productivn.” Third 410 the belief that 


the rational organisation of azriculture and industry in terms of efficiony 
will abolish poverty. Piste Ga te Ve entire hument em which 
holds that there sre mony vn lues in rural 11 fe other than those of efti~ 
Clency and that selence showld be used to preserve not one but sll of these 
re ee —— - Aa N 


ree last ee i * : a 


4 1 a of 3 40 7 sé Medea © d 8 nis wee edt 
dae e- Am esedt te ate e eee S ee ane 100 . r 
ieee ut eles dau oval eit don agar hota eke N d 
n of elie seed aved Ns Av e ot : wae eee as. 
Les PO a, obe ce avant ach : 


«i aedhats eee gaigan. ad bat om ede ails te pon 1 hee ad 3 
Teen; Mis dae eg edd Yo 5 disks ee aad 6 Ga 
abet OF ade ba taco ru 2 tes S e ead A* stows 224 ee enti 
, aca) ait 1 ane he mee - arg e n 


esse, 8 Ipoliaitads ciadyes nutes den get en amelie aber eae 

dase woods tes dere ene 2 xt G ab- A Ba 

Arn Bex pope at bebheresy e r dadt ot tom Laviope role uber to a 

de Wiser Be IC 222 ee Bam ae, ed d vs ign 
S, eff 8% else e 600, C86, Ln a 00 00 0 

vi eng —— oan stan sore? 


The author thea suggests proposals for research, county planning 
and action, His suggested wotion proposals ares 1) go ahead with what 
the PSA la now doing, 2) puch @ conservation works program, 3) develop 
a natlonel cooperative seli=help econoay, 4) plan our economy so as to 
produce at mim efficiency, 3) develop rural industrial communities 
for certain types of industry. 70 Lan 


Us oonaludes by indicating Wich of these proposals each ef the 
above philosophical viewpoints would select for ite program, 


23. The Challenge of Undorsconsuaption, Mile Perkins, address 2 
et Fourth Anmiel Mationel Farm instita 8 Les Moines, Lown, | 
February 2, 1940. | | „ Progra 


In this speech the author brings together recent statistical 17. 
formation on the relation of food habits to sige of incase which show that 
if all families (14.2%) secured an income of 9100 a month, they would ine 
Grease their food expenditures sbout 30 per cent. He then advanees to the 
thesis thet surpluses are but n smug polite name for a shocking emant 
of undersconsumption” growing out of the inebility of our economic system 
to distribute wealth in a mancer necessary for its expanding production. 


Al. Rural Planning for More Workers, speech by T. J. Yoofter, farm 


i bee 


Seourity Administration, edel er 1939. 


After showing that agrioulturel policy makers are confronted with 
two conflicting trends: increasing population Gemandlng wider oppors  . 
tunities and restrictive demand for manpower, the author indicates the 
necessity of elerifying the contrary assumptions (he mentions five) with 
which policy makers now approach this problem and of breaking through 
the dilemmas (8 are mentioned) which now frustrate thom, and then he 
stetes significantly thet most of the present agricultural programs are 
in the nature of palliatives of maladjustment rather thun preventives 
and very fem are operating on a scale sufficiently broad to meet the 
whole problem Chief among their handicaps is that most of them have 
been set-up in the depression, they are obsessed with emergency peycholocy 
whereas, a8 a matter of fact, they are dealing with longtime problems which 
have merely been intensified by the finanelal depreesion of the 1930's. 
Until they get rid of this emergency psychosis, rat! ans! planning will be 
exceedingly diffioult," r ee en — 25 


4 “ARTICLES @ LAND POLICY REVIEW 
ns Yagy Steel Males, . Horas bend! ten, WarcheApril 1959. 


ter showing the social costs of increasing technology are OLOPMIUS » 
the author indicates that constructive methods for handling such costs are 
thwarted by the widespread notion that society will automatically benerit 
as they introduce machines to displace mom it is suggested that the tine 
has errived whea this theory must be abandoned, ineemuch es ne cannot 
attribute to the machine some mysterious capacity to mold and develop our 
social life. 
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tacuber, March-April 


After deserioing certain eharacteristios of farm sigration, the authore 
suggest chat end-use planuing should inelude the following: 1). n enalysis 
of population facts and trends essential to an understanding of the probvlens 
Tarot ved in a “land use adjustment” program. 2) Acoompamy a lead use ad- 
justment program with a program of culded migration. 3) Major efforts toverd 
land use adjustment programs in those areas where population trends--migra= 
tion end rates of natural inerease--ard tending to aggravete rather than 
Slieviate land use probleme. 1) Recognition that a part of tho solution of 
tho problem of population adjustment should inelude programs of practical 
“education in more «fficiont use of the natural resources resident in the 
areas; and reloontion guicame, and probably financial, aasietance, for 
tho ee 22 should locate elsewhere, * 1 make 
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ation AGjus went, . Carl Ge Taylor and Conrad 


27. Square Meals fron Snare sores, Oscar Steanson, July-hucuct 1939. 


. . Sy examining the relation of lend poseibllitivs to aletary needs of 
( the farm population as a whole, it is found thet farm sel suf fle lenoy er 
dur southern Agriculture] population would require lerge chifte in the use 

of land, „e 5 


28, “Bonewhore Else, Paul ti, Jonnetone, NoveaborsLeceuber 199. 


5 * nittoes fron Haine to California. are generally 


finding that fewer families are meded on the farm fron the etanmdpoimts of 
efficient agriculturel production and simply asewne thet such femilies can 
fini adequate employment "somauhero else." Cbviously, ahne, else” 
does not exist, Ihe dmlication is then stressed that wo mist reconsider 
what constitutes an economic unit, not eed tron the standpoint of an ine 
@ivicual proprister but fron the standpoint of farm lebor and of the farm 
populetion as a whole, = 0. ie tse | 

ee Crisis in Missouri's Soct Heel, Charles &. Hoffman and Virgil Le 


after describing conditions as they now exist in the Boot Heel, the 
euthors inllcat) some of the things that should be done, such as 1) providing 
opportunities for sharecroppors and day leborers to become, owners of Somil y= 
sized plots through (a) the PSA program along the line of. ite experinent in 
‘LePorge end (b) encouraging large lendowners and local finencial icetitue 
‘tions to do the seme, 2) bringing together lend operators who are seeking 
workers emi fern laborers who are looking for work (the d. S. Eaploynent. 
Service cooporating with the Missouri State Employment service could. de more 
“in this respect), 3) developing & program for adequate housing facilities 
for farm laborers during periods of slack employment, l) developing u pro- 
for adequate medical care, increased educational advantages, and voces 
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RESOLUTIONS, HEARINGS, INVESTIGATIONS 
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W from ‘tho Our provisions Satine te overtime of tho | 
Pair Labor Standards dot of 193° of the production, marketing, receiving, 
collection, handling, trengpertatios, manafacturing, proceadine and di- 
tribution of al! agrioul tural wum and animal food products and crease 
wool, end complete exemption fr m tho provisions of the bald le At 
of dairy, livestosk an murtery croducte, ~ 
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2) Promotion by the Govermmont of ths eauso of rural clootrifteas 
RRL Ge bbb thay oomsond ens oF tea 
3 P A Tees yoors $e, inprove the gone 

ion of 4 * 


ene 
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%) re of che eren er tne ruled that the 


of ‘Congress, they advocate clarify ine enondments to the Act, 80 ag do make 
it workable, and giving farmers the protection to w ion they are entitled, 


32» Relevant to the mibjocts boing constdercd by this Comtttes, 
the Farm Bure u recomends thats 


Res 5 Parlty gayaoats ve strongly sup orted. — 


2) The present cooperative gyetan of rural eredit, imeluding lend 
danke lo, loans, loans. to gooperative en. and intere 
mediate. orod should, aah be. Sompromised. in eny manners. 


1 ‘The. wecent aerger Interest rates on Poder) Land W eens 
eee „ 


a edl- Vor 0 Yarn Tonent Ast should be amended to extend 
oa overly distros fara Lese no gene . . 
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in r Masons rd of October , 1939) + 


1) Continued roller foynente: cunts required corrections are 


2) Debt adjustnent based on ability to rays 

3) Cooperative distribution of farm produsta. 
| * Mintman Futures prise at flv exchence voluo below waleh no 
2 : 

50 Aer karre to es ane for benefit paymonts to 
Semel desi par ity en. 


6) Contimatton of prosant se of easton rocetyte to relieve 
market of bardonsens buriengens surpluses, - 


755 ‘Seleconservation proctioesy 


285 — —pp ß worl 
requirenentes — —— 12 — — gg 
ton'to Lift Prien, 


9) Sverenormal granary in control of NN am Federal over 
nt. 1 0 


10) Marketing quotas to — — and punish ronecoperatars: 
Thats being applied in many industries, notably in , vegetables, nuts, 
. 


| un) n bent farmers to aid than in eee cub ee 
12) erte. erotica of prograne ugs Wy tho Pam 

— — 5 

she Statenent of — Ce Sith, wies President for Illinois of the 


Aver ioan ph — —— „ and resident of the Illincls Agrieultural 
a: too of the — on — 


rat in thio doowant the Fart: Dean forcafully stator 1) that df need 
do part mould be financed from funds that would othewise 
go to national Ger Ouse » 2) that the stamp plan should be ross 
rolf and not umd 3) that in dure 


' *. 
is "basic" they moan that it should lave first pratfurerbe 3 
priation on the ground that farmers aro the largest single purchasing group. 


Abend Aten kus Sash 40 bobs ch nnen 


ty “It is —— chat anal — Civil Aab ae Committee bas 
done 4 considerable amount of work on agricultural labor conditions inv 
— and unt ee — * now: — to ‘ae 1 


— . Ter te ag . ly & + BOOKS AND, MOUOGR APES. 


culture in Modern Life, O B. Baker, 1 mg ia and 
My „ ce Harper aa Ypothers, Wow York, 1950, 


Prom three Arrerent 8 the authors arrive at a can conelu- 
eR ec hag coin en should not be abandoned in behalf of come — 
mercieliged farming. Ure Soracdl that specialised comercial farm 
ing is ceonomboally unsound because 1) the technological saving in terns 
of man-hour efficiency. on which comwrovial ferming ia based is more than 
r pad. ceenalened Sa. orth: wildly fers ond, eae 
roses and (2) distribution costs vary inversoly with production costs. 
Sin comercial farming is thus uneconomical, — —— 
would be based upon the application-of researeh to the feld of damoatie | 
productions Algo since only the family sizo form is econcmloally sound, 
he would abolish the frechold prinolple of ownership since auch wurestricted 
erage ted resilts in Lani speculation and a denen Of: She 9 size 

unite © 


Mere Baker holds that there are certain ideal values which are suge 
talned by the family farms. -Inagmuch as civilisation would be intolorable 
if these values were lost, ho concludes that means must be provided — 
the trom, ‘toward nm eri rien ture may be choeked. 


ab line. Wilson 1 wie holds that: the Pomily farms sustained rain 
values too dear bo be lost. On the other hand, he recognizes that comer 
Giel agriculture does make possible 8 efficiencies in production and 
through me use of machines lightens the burden of toil, lle would like, to 

see the advantages of both types of farming preserved, but he suggests thet 
— family form will be Mped out by the comercial trend wmless measures 
— presorve ite. The masures ho sugcests are being practiced on 

a seale by ‘the Pari Seourlty Administration, 


7. — for for Bly ene. eie, Alfyed As. Rnopf, Hew York, ase 


re „Wm author argues: that snexpanding eaunenty hau heeone.impoasible 
b rough tho mechanianm of competition owing to tho fact that a few major 
industries are able to control the market to thelr ow interest, Conse= - 
quently industrial expansion can now be brought about beat & tirough  plannod 
An key industries in which competition has disap eared, Gove 

labor, and business should jointly participate in such planning. veces most. 
important steps involved in industrial plaming aro described in pages 79-111. 
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The manner in whieh wage inereases, improvement of working and — 5 
conditions would follow as a consequence of lannod production is et 

forth in pages 3/57. Now responsibilities for labor are described on 

pages 5663, Imaanuch as competition is still senorally effective in agricul- 
ture and small business, industrial expansion my be confined to the key 
industries, In Part’ VI, pagos 205=255, the author exmmines seven altornatives 
to his pro osal and finds them to be less effective, Tn Part VII, pages 


capi tal 18, is thoroughly democratic, and consequently is quite free of the 
evils of Ense en nd Soot al im Walch aro now r quite repugnant to the publ Le 
oon 


parte 
2 rere in the —— Carey NoWillioms, Little, Browa and 
2 0 e 


The quthor'ts — pore is that the ‘onal amporary state of California's 
industMelized agriculture is the outgrowth of a historical pattern con. 
sisting in the omership by a few of most of the best farm lands in the 
State dating from 1649, and the operation for profit of such lands through 
the use of a large group of wage laborors, Financial crises (1C70%s, 1690's, 
190081910, r period, 1930's) have forced drastic shifts in land use, cule 
minating in the late 190% te in the rationalization of market md price oon- 
trols through the cooperative exchanges, end in The Assoolated Formers with 
its widespread devices for the — laber. The exploitation of labor 
by California agriculture is now more brutal than ever before, but the 
pattern of exploitetion is the same always consisting in taking advantage 
of a helpless, despised ‘minority and — * them when they tond to settle 
down and become owners. 


A the core of such exploitation is the monopolised ownership of 
land, the only ultimate cure is nationalization of the land, inasmuch ag 
family-sised units cannot sustain the type of farming operations necessary 
for efficient production, Noamvdaile such mlliative measures as FSA migratory 
labor camps and the — of all agricultural workers into industrial 
unions should be pushed, 


* 39 and LO, Disadvantaged oul ture Carl Cy 
Taylor, fe len VW, Whe prick, Vara y Aduioietration 
and ureau of Agrioultural i Social Research Report Jo, VIII, and 
Seven Lean Tears, Te J» Woofter, Jr. and Alen Winston, University of North 
Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 1939. 


The beginning of the depression marked the first systematic research 
en rural poverty. Zhe above are the most comprehensive publications to date, 
Viewing those publications as a whole, the following things stend outs 


le Rural poverty tends to be concentrated in areas where the natural 
resources are exhausted, Ithough the paradox of "good land, poor ene 
also ours. 
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2, Selene od its applications in a money economy are among the 
basic factors in th the problems 


3. ‘The farmers’ equity in the Land he operates has declined markedly 
in the last 3 Faru, 


me Brew, in relatively. prosperous. Lug the ‘laos productive: half of 
our farns eines only about a tenth of the narketed orops. 


. 4 Families resolving public. assistance were handseapped even bo- 
fore the e lone 


Ge weng some to bo a direst relationship ver cen necdy fam Pandy 
wol fare aid produotlon for home eons 


7. renn | 
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wy Inersase in arm population : is ur- in te poorer then in 
the more Farne. areas. 


per “Galy about half of the 100, N 
farms each year are needed to replace older workers who die or rams 


10. ma mumber of areas whore distress ie widespread there are 
ealtural islands « = groups having a higher living Arn 
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The Coumittec micht well. eonsider (1) Questions concerned with 
8 policies, te bo followed and new progrems Wich need to bo 
.dnitiated, and (2) questions dealing with revisions, changes, or 
coordication needed in connection with programe alroady being admi: ll 
Wen Some; suggested mentions in the fhrat Meld Brot 70 f 


ae, 10 de e e een e e een ede directed 
ae eauges and to what extent do they simply poe temporary 
re 


) mere are che chief population pressures * 3 areas? 
and what progress is being made in solving or ne a gD these .reblens 
by agencies within. the: Department? .. 


3) Ie there any substantial evidence that industrial expansion 
will. — 1 profitable employment. in any reasonable tine for that part 
of our farm population which is not nesded for comercial agriculture? 


4) Hew ean a rural conservation works (rogram best be developed? . 
Would it be possible to start such a program on a ena! scale in aeg 8 
‘selected area or areas in the nour fuburo: d 


5) Should nim wage standards be established for farm laborers 
exployed on farms exploying several laborers, or on which the major pore 
tion of the werk is done by hired labor? should farm laborers be eligible 
for rn insurance and ae retirement? 


: 65 ner oan better housiag be obtained for leises gur dun- 7 
lies? and how can such a program best be developed? = 


7) ‘Would Lt be feasible to encourage county planning comdtiwos 
to outline what they consider a reasonable minimum standard of living 
in terms of housing, clothing, health facilities, diet, ote., in their 
arent: And to: nene how many families: are below this: level?’ may? 


7 iit: respect to questions dealing’ with revisions, changes, or bo- 
Sale en needed in comection with frogrems already boing administered 
by the nene some eres 2 art 


“Be Yow rapidly oan or should the following iene or the Form | 

eee ‘expandeds 1) tory labor camps? 2) Medical eure 

program 3) Livestock: 8 h) Cooperative programs? 5) Subsiatence 
Homesteads and Resettlemait? Can the medical care program be extended to 

include general medioal care? All farmers in the county? 
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Roy oping lowcost houses, with gerdens and aa form ames attached, 
for migratory tad partatine farm laborers? | 

10) q) 0 
auch require migratory labor? To Wash dee oould This be done? 


ee 1) To whet extent cen such aguncies as the FSA, the SCS, the 


1 1 field? and to what extent 


| de now being done? 


12 /// Gatwigh Wk ase Sogn Sensis 
o? Has the time dome for the AAA to require thet u copy of a 


_ writes Tonge be fled vith the county committer for oli tent firpe com ; 


ame epereving with the Ari cultural Conservation Program? 


1 33) To what extent oan a wider distribution of production rights be 
- efferded? That ing how fur dan additional acreage allotments end payment 
! premiums be assigned to small producers by the AAA? end how will this 
.... of its asrenge and marketing control tvol? = 


1) ‘How fast are landlords increasing rents „„ 


f der e er ee ee e e snd. en, gan ‘this. be 
17 “apis smash 


135) Should ere on federally owned ox p50 1 be 3 


ae 5 before ternative locations ere made possible? To whet extent can such 


re in benefits of the various action program? 
16) ‘Te ‘whats extent can the provisions of the several action programs © 


_ be 80 arranged as to prevent land speculation? How oan farmers be prevented — 

e eat izing on Forest Service privileges and AM allotments? ; 
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150 — Soviet rere ste vor: es e more 
loweincome end noncommercial fare 
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19) Is a better representation af af tho . ard e 


c advisory and administrative county and state 


ee Committees of ‘the octane’ desirable? How could. such a eee ve 
obtained? 


89) Wat should be the 1 policy with 1 to the oer 
ing, 1 or reclaiming of new agricultural land? especially in cross 


were fers are n 1 and yields only average? How ean guidance vost bo 
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